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our UB Law Alumni
Association has gone
national.
Not that the law alumni
organization hasn't always
had individual members across the
United States and even worldwide.
But, as vice dean and executive
director Ilene Fleischmann says,
"Historically, we were primarily a
Buffalo-Rochester-based association.
Most of our law students came from
Western New York and many of our
graduates wanted to stay here to
practice. That is not the case today."
"Now we want to get behind the
Law School in its effort to be viewed
more as a national rather than as a regional school, and the LawAlumniAssociation as a national organization.
That's something that we've been
working to achieve since the installation of Dean Mutua. He presented our
organization with a great opportunity
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to put a lot of energy behind that effort;' says Robert Boreanaz'89, current president of the LawAlumniAssociation.
"The creation of a national alumni
association is key to achieving my
goals for the Law School," says Dean
Makau W. Mutua. Toward that end,
during this academic year he has traveled to visit alumni groups in Chicago,
Atlanta, New York City, Washington,
Rochester, San Francisco and Cleveland. "I have been humbled by the fantastic warmth and hospitality with
which I've been received,' he says. "For
many, it's the first time they've seen the
dean come to them."
Boreanaz, who also has traveled to
a number of regional events, notes
that the school's approximately 10,000
alumni live in nearly all 50 states as
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well as abroad. "We have alumni in all
of these different areas;' he says. "We
want to take those alumni, who have
made connections and set down roots
in those areas, and have them available
as resources to our students. When
firms are recruiting, if they don't view
us as a national law school then they
are less likely to recruit our students."
The alumni association has taken
several steps toward that end, says Lisa
M. Mueller, assistant dean for alumni
and communications, who serves as
assistant director of UBLAA.
Formal alumni steering committees,
from 15 to 29 people, have been established in Washington, Albany,
Rochester and New York City, she said.
These steering committees, chosen to
include male and female, older and
younger alumni from different areas
of practice, "will put together shortterm and long-term plans for the area
around how to fulfill the alumni association's mission," she says.
Now, in Phase 2, leaders will begin
to integrate the work of the steering
committees with the association's
board of directors, about 30 officers
and directors who meet monthly. Key

to that effort is a commitment to conduct two meetings a year by videoconference, bringing alumni leaders nationwide into the meeting.
Dean Mutua was present for the
first such meeting in November, hosted by Dennis R. McCoy'77 at Hiscock
Barclay, in Buffalo. "It was a great opportunity for the dean to address all of
his alumni volunteers and leaders at
one time and start a dialogue;' Mueller
says. Terrence M. Gilbride'88 at
Hodgson Russ hosted the March
videoconference meeting.
Also, Mueller says, the association
bylaws will be revised to formally recognize these chapters as standing
committees of the alumni association.
One board member will be assigned to
each chapter as a board liaison, "to
mentor the chapters and be an advoContinued on page 20
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No matter where you live or
work, your Law Alumni
Association can help you meet
other alumni in your area,
organize events or develop your
professional network.
We have chapters in the
following areas:
Albany

Ma tt hew R. Coseo'05
mcoseo@spa.net
NewYork City
Michael D. Mann'06
mdmann@sidley.com
Rochester
Lorisa D. LaRocca '02
llarocca@woodsoviatt.com
Washington, D.C.
Kristin G. Koehler'94
kkoehler@sidley.com
If you are interested in
organizing a chapter in your
area, contact:
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Lisa M. Mueller'93
Assistant Dean for
Alumni and
Communications
Imueller@buffalo.edu
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cate for them at board meetings."
And Boreanaz points out that
when vacancies occur on the alumni
association's board, appointments are
made with an eye toward geography,
and new members have connections
to such places as Cleveland, Atlanta
and New Jersey.
These efforts build on a continuing series of events hosted by regional
chapters. For example, the traditional
January luncheon of the alumni association's New York City chapter was
combined with the presentation of
the Jaeckle Award, the Law School's
highest honor, to Kenneth B. Forrest
'76. More than 100 people attended,
including friends, family and colleagues of the honoree, who is based
in New York City. "We plan to do
more of this in other regions as appropriate — if the honoree is not in
Buffalo, to honor them where they
are;' Fleischmann says.

A ll of these efforts, he says, draw on
In Washington, more than 50
the close relationships that are created
alumni attended a reception at the
at UB Law. "There are countless stories
Kenyan Embassy hosted by the
that alumni can tell," Boreanaz says,
Kenyan ambassador, Boreanaz said.
"about how they went to UB Law beAnd a cocktail reception last summer
cause that is what they could afford,
in Chicago drew both students and
and the school made it possible for
alumni.
them to have great careers. They carry
Another gathering to build ties
with alumni was Rochester Day at the
the Law School in high esteem because
Law School on Feb. 12, at which about
they felt they received an excellent legal
eight attorneys came from Rochester
education. "
to talk to students about living and
practicing law in the Rochester area.
The day ended with a networking reWASIIINGTON'D'C
ception.
KenyanEmbassy
The next step, Mueller said, is to
Nov.19,2009
find ways to engage and hear from
those in other regions with a concentration of UB Law alumni that currently are without a steering committee.
Boreanaz said that UBLAA has
also found success in working with the
University at Buffalo Alumni Association when it sponsors events nationwide. For example, we joined the UB
Alumni Association in hosting events
at the Cornell Club in New York City,
when Vikki L. Pryor'78 spoke; and the
Army Navy Club in Washington, D.C.,
featuring Nicole Lee'02.
Theo Lvicn^•^
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